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The Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

Green Recovery 

Submission from Professor Tahseen Jafry, Centre for Climate Justice 

Context 

The Coronavirus pandemic, unlike the financial crisis, is causing an economic slowdown in 
both the developed and developing world. This slowdown has seen price of American crude 
oil turn negative as demand has fallen. Global carbon emissions have fallen with less frequent 
travel and transport and significant reductions in industrial activity.  According to Nature 
Climate Change by early-mid April global carbon dioxide emissions had reduced by 17% 
compared with 2019 averages. The benefits of less air pollution, was felt in mega cities 
including Edinburgh, Glasgow to London and Beijing.  However, these respites for the climate 
are pyrrhic victories at best. The UK is officially now in recession for the first time in 11 years.  
Unemployment is rising, companies are laying off workers and struggling to stay in business 
across all sectors, and healthcare systems of even the wealthiest nations are struggling to 
cope with the scale of this pandemic.  The pandemic is left a burgeoning and growing gap in 
social inequality and has brought to the fore racial inequality with reference to ‘Black Lives 
Mattter’.  There is no doubt that the global Coronavirus Pandemic will have a significant 
bearing on what can and cannot be achieved with reference to building back better and 
delivering green recovery plans.  However, UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres stressed 
that we do not forget the “deeper environmental emergency" of climate change during our 
responses to coronavirus recovery plans. 

Do the principles of sustainable development (as set out in the annexe), and those for 
a resilient recovery, as proposed by the UK Committee on Climate Change, provide a 
comprehensive framework for guiding an effective green recovery in Scotland? 

No.  This framework falls short on a number of levels: 

The framework itself is vague and confusing.  It misses building on the fundamental principles 
of sustainable development  - economy, society and environment.  Rather bringing in ‘using 
sound science’ which is in itself is not a principle but a methodological approach.  

The arrows don’t direct the reader to link cause and effect or other relationship. Either some 
further arrows are needed or some further building blocks required.  

I would like to see leadership mentioned somewhere in the diagram rather than just   good 
governance.  

What are the key barriers to delivering a green recovery (within your sector and / or 
community)? 

Key Barriers/Challenges 

Business as usual thinking 

Green recovery packages are currently driven by economists and in many ways ‘business as 
usual thinking’ which hinders developing a more strategic approach that is built on values to 
the just transition process.  The challenge is to ensure that  green recovery plans are fair, 
just, inclusive and built on a vision that is driven by the notion of ‘wellbeing’ for society and 

https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/letter-building-a-resilient-recovery-from-the-covid-19-crisis-to-roseanna-cunningham-msp/
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working towards achieving the sustainable development goals with the guiding principle of 
‘leave no-one behind’.   

Messaging-visioning-behavioural change  

Green recovery on many platforms is currently not seen as a cross sectoral/disciplinary 
agenda. For many it is either about electric vehicles, protecting jobs, reducing carbon 
emissions, green infrastructure etc. It is sector specific.  Climate conversations across sectors 
and society are fragmented. Currently climate messages only come to the fore when there is 
a ‘climate ‘disaster or extreme weather event as seen in recent days in Aberdeenshire (11th 
August 2020) resulting in landslips and casualties from rail disasters.  We hear very little 
about the nexus between climate change-health&wellbeing-quality of life-fairness and equity.  
In other words the messages around the co-benefits of green recovery are missing nationally.   

Behavioural change 

There is currently little attention paid to tackling behavioural change with reference to 
greening our economy.  Green recovery packages are directed more towards technological 
aspects and developing infrastructure; clean transport, green buildings, smart power etc.  
Programmes targeting social networks to engender pro-environmental behavioural change 
are few.  In terms of barriers we do not put enough emphasis on value-based behavioural 
interventions to reducing our carbon foot print.  For example, in the context of reducing energy 
in homes many users are not aware, interested or capable of managing their energy use in 
an efficient manner, whether in affluent or deprived areas. The high potential for energy and 
cost savings through behaviour change in this context can be considered a ‘low-hanging fruit’ 
for achieving immediate and considerable emission reductions in Scotland. 

What key policies, actions and immediate priorities are needed to deliver a green 

recovery (within your sector and / or community)? 

Policy that ensures that green recovery is effective, equitable and values driven – embracing 
procedural and distributive justice 

Green recovery policies that recognise social and climate inequality exists and place these 
issues at the heart of green recovery plans.  Transition to a green recovery that is fair for 
everyone must ensure that the way we mitigate climate change does not result in furthering 
socio-economic inequalities. 

A green recovery strategy must recognise that our economic systems cannot ignore the 
environmental and social cost of business. A return to business as usual risks escalating 
climate change and further exposing the most vulnerable to the future crises. This pandemic 
is a moment of acute clarity that our economies are not independent of the world around us. 
The real test will be whether the world’s governments are willing to adopt new approaches to 
economic management that recognise the social and environmental injustices of high-carbon 
economic growth – and act with the same level of urgency to address such injustices as they 
have with this pandemic. 

Approaching green and sustainable recovery that is built on and driven by a set of core 
values.  These core values are key to getting societal engagement to embracing the notion 
of green recovery.  Core values include equity, equality, inclusivity, voice, representation and 
participation.  These core values should be guided by the Sustainable Development Goals 
motto “leave no-one behind”.   
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Immediate priorities: 

Use scientific evidence to develop a framework a framework that is reflective of procedural 
justice, distributive justice, intergenerational justice.  Use this framework to analyse and 
adjust green recovery plans in the short, medium and long term.   

How should the 2021/22 Budget support a green and sustainable recovery and avoid 
locking in carbon; and what funding is needed in the ECCLR portfolio to deliver a green 
and sustainable recovery? 

The 2021/22 budget should reflect on the developing the social infrastructure to green 

recovery together with public spending in the hard infrastructure.   

The Committee would welcome your views on these questions and on the additional 
questions: 

• In light of Covid-19, and the need for a green, just and resilient recovery, has the work 
programme of the Centre for Climate Justice changed? 

The Centre for Climate Justice has always place social inequality and justice at the 
heart of our programme of work.  In light of Covid 19 our work has strengthened and 
galvanised around these key areas. We have seen a significant growth in the demand 
for what we do with multiple request for support, evidence and inputs.   

• Have you carried out any specific work into the impacts of the pandemic? How does 
this work inform the delivery of a green, just and resilient recovery? 

• Amongst other assignments, we are currently working in partnership with the Pan 
African Climate Justice Alliance in 8 African countries on green, just and resilient 
recovery.   

• Have you had any discussions with the Scottish Government in relation to the impacts 
of the pandemic on climate justice and delivering a green, just and resilient recovery?  
No.  

• What changes would you expect to see from the Scottish budget and fiscal policies to 
indicate that Scotland is on a pathway to a green recovery? 

Clear investment earmarked at supporting a range of initiatives that is directed at 
change in rural, peri-urban and urban settings not just city focussed.  

 

 


